
BTnews!
A Boys’ Town Publication   |  March  2023   |   Volume 52, No.1   |   MCI (P) 012/03/2023

IN THIS EDITION...
Given a Second Chance, They Have Triumphed
A Resident of Boys' Town. Now a Medical Doctor. 
Message from Brother Dominic
#LetsTalkAboutFostering Exhibition
Our Milieu Project: Wander-land
BT Camp is Back!
Climbing with Kids!
Game of Futsal With Our Youths

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Growing up, Liam’s* parents were frequently absent from 
his life due to their involvement in substance abuse. He was 
then admitted to Boys’ Town when his parents were arrested
for drug offences. Upon admission into Boys’ Town, he 
had difficulties adjusting to the new setting and 
harboured thoughts of self-harm. The instability of his 
home life impacted his ability to perform in school and 
Liam was unable to concentrate on his studies.

Bounce Back After Slipping Up
No journey is completed alone. Through his determination, 
along with the support and encouragement from his 
social worker, youth worker and counsellor at Boys’ Town, 
Liam began to respond positively and eventually 
assimilated into the new environment. He began to open 
up and foster new friendships with other residents. The 
structured programme at Boys’ Town also equipped him 
with much-needed support to cater to his academic needs. 
Beyond the Boys’ Town environment, Liam’s social worker 
also worked closely with his school teachers and sought 
volunteer tutors to assist him in the subjects that he was 
weak at. 

*Not his real name

Besides supporting Liam, his social worker contacted his 
parents after they were released from prison and provided 
them with strategies that could put them back on track. His 
parents also went through individual therapy sessions to 
equip them with positive parenting, supervision skills and 
intervention to stabilize themselves and their family life. 

Onward Progression
After Liam returned to his family, his social worker 
continued to rally efforts around Liam and his parents. The 
social worker linked Liam’s family with other resources in 
the community to ensure that they were closely 
monitored and supported. With the necessary resources 
provided to them, his parents remained employed and 
have stayed offence-free since then. As a result of his 
perseverance and grit, Liam also made great strides at 
school. He passed his national examinations and is doing 
well in his current school. 

Liam’s story is just one of many in our community. At 
Boys’ Town, we give our best to serve to ensure that 
children and families like Liam receive the care and support 
they need to grow and thrive. With your support, we can 
help build a better future for these children in need.

*Stock image used.
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Boys’ Town Fostering Services held a 1-month long pop up exhibition at 
Kiztopia from 1 – 30 November 2022. The #LetsTalkAboutFostering 
campaign aimed to reach out to the community and spread awareness 
about fostering. To also spark the joy of reading, we had story-telling 
sessions that were attended by more than 50 children. Our dedicated 
pool of staff from Fostering Services were on-site during the weekends 
to welcome visitors at our booth, share about fostering, and encourage 
potential foster parents to start their fostering journey with us. 

#LetsTalkAboutFostering Exhibition

Adding to the experience, the foster parents and children 
were touched by the heartwarming and encouraging post-it 
messages they received from the public. The event was also 
publicized on Kiztopia’s Instagram page which had 13,100 
followers, as well as Stabilio’s Instagram page which had 
9967 followers. We were extremely heartened by the 
support and look forward to seeing you next time!

Hi there, my name is Andrew! I was a 
resident at Boys’ Town from 1990 to 
1992. As a Malaysian studying in 
Singapore, I was away from home and I 
missed my parents. As there was no 
internet access and mobile phone at 
that time, I felt lonely.  However, I found 
Boys’ Town and it became my safe place 
where I sought comfort and forged many 
friendships. 

I experienced the direct effect of compassion and empathy by the 
Brothers, supervisors and social workers towards me. Their joy, 
passion and desire to serve others inspired me. The late Brother 
Emmanuel encouraged me to pursue my lifelong dream to further my 
studies, and his reference letter for me when I left Boys’ Town 
remained one of my prized possessions. 

After completing my O Levels, I kickstarted my 
journey to live my dreams and further my studies 
in Australia. I was given an opportunity to 
complete a Ph.D. in finance on a scholarship at 
the University of Sydney before heeding the call 
to join medicine. I am always reminded of my 
initial motivation to become a doctor – to 
provide innumerable opportunities and the 
privilege to help better the lives of patients of 
all ages. I hope by sharing my story, I can inspire 
others to give back to the community.

L IFE  AFTER BOYS’  TOWN

Dear Friends and Supporters of Boys’ Town,

2023 is a special year for Boys’ Town. It marks 
our 75th Anniversary, and we also commemorate 
the 350th birth anniversary of our founder, 
St. Louis Marie de Montfort.

Here in Boys’ Town, we are constantly reminded of 
St. Louis Marie de Montfort’s words, "�ose whom 
the world rejects must move you the most." In this 
season of Lent, we ought to care for the least, the 
needy, and the poor among us. Lent reminds us 
to Pray, Fast and Give Alms as the sacri�ces we 
do in preparation for the paschal mystery of the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Lent is a time for us to make some sacri�ces and 
transform them into charitable work. We seek 
your support for Boys' Town in this signi�cant 
year, as we turn 75. With your ongoing support, 
Boys' Town will continue to help children, 
youths and their families in need in this 
ever-changing world. Your involvement in the 
growth of Boys' Town is deeply appreciated.

Wishing you a blessed season of Lent and a 
joyous Easter season; from death into life, from 
nobody to being somebody, from 
being lost to being found.

God Bless,
Bro. Dominic Yeo Koh
Spiritual Director 
and Board Member
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On 14 January 2023, Sanctuary Care kick-started the year with the monthly Outreach Activity 
Respite Services (OARS) programme, engaging a total of 10 children. The OARS programme 
provides regular short-term respite care for parents who require a break from their caregiving 
duties. A two-way transport arrangement was also made for the children, which allowed 
parents to remain in the comfort of their homes.  

This time, Sanctuary Care collaborated with 
Boys’ Town Adventure Centre where they 
kept the children active with climbing 
activities at the Boys’ Town rock-climbing 
tower! Besides being fun, rock-climbing is 
an excellent source of physical activity 
that helped build confidence and full 
trust in themselves and with our 
facilitators. 

SANCTUARY CARE

In January, we welcomed the physical return of the long-awaited camp 
for our residential boys! In the hustle of academic life, camps allow our 
boys to destress, take part in team activities, and build camaraderie with 
each other. The 2-day camp was designed by the Residential Services to 
engage the boys to:

• Strengthen the bonds between the residential boys 
        through shared experiences 
• Foster family-like ties within Boys’ Town
• Build a sense of belonging amongst the boys

The camp featured a series of activities, such as solving puzzles at 
Captivate Escape Room and playing laser tag at The Fun Empire. 
Rounding off the camp, the boys put up a skit to tap into their creative 
side and strengthen their team spirit. It was truly a wonderful time for the 
boys, while they built stronger bonds with one another!

Wander-land
In 2022, Boys’ Town launched Our Milieu Project (OMP), a special 
outreach project focusing on children and youth mental health. Through 
OMP, Boys’ Town aims to reach out to families and the wider community 
to educate and empower vulnerable children and youth who are 
struggling with mental well-being.

On 24th and 25th March, OMP will be running a children and youth mental 
health roadshow, 'Wander-Land'. It is a welcoming space where visitors 
can gain a greater understanding of good mental health through a 
semi-guided, interactive experience, hosted by trained counsellors, 
therapists, social workers and experienced youth workers.

Join us for a fun series of interactive experiences at our carnival. There 
will be game stations, a photo booth, a wishing tree and many more!

Climbing with Kids!

BOYS’ TOWN CAMP
2023

BT Camp is Back!RESIDENTIAL SERVICES



Who
WE ARE...
Boys’  Town is a charity started 
in 1948 by the Montfort 
Brothers of St. Gabriel. We 
provide residential care, 
fostering, adventure therapy, 
youth outreach and other 
community and school- based 
programmes and services for 
over 1000 children and youths 
from disadvantaged and 
disengaged families. We are an 
Institution of a Public Character 
(IPC) and a member of the 
National Council of Social 
Service.

IMPORTANT
NOTICE

REPORT SCAMS
Boys’  Town is not organising

 the sale of ice cream and 
handmade pencils to raise funds.  
We have put up a notice on our 
website to notify the public of 
possible scams. The authorities 
would like to advise victims to 

lodge a police report.

If you encounter these peddlers, 
please check with us before 

making any donations.  You may 
contact us during o�ce hours, 
Monday to Friday, 9am - 6pm 

or call our duty o�cer 
at 9623 4731 

outside o�ce hours.

Game of Futsal 
with Our Youths

On 8 December 2022, YouthReach organized a futsal competition at The Cage (Kallang) to 
engage the youths residing in the east. The competition was aimed for YouthReach to 
connect with the futsal youth enthusiasts in the community, with the Balestier Khalsa 
Football Club coaches supporting the event as match officials and club representatives. 

47 youths took part and had a ball of a time in an exciting series of matches! Apart from 
the main event, there were other additional challenges, such as juggling skills, crossbar 
challenges and social media contests, to keep the participants engaged.

These activities offered the participants opportunities to express their passion for the 
sport and to showcase their soccer skills in a fun, bustling atmosphere. The interactions 
also facilitate rapport building between the youths and our youth workers for future 
follow-ups.

  The competition was fun 
because I did not expect my 
team to go all the way to the 
finals due to being the youngest 
team. We did our best and 
managed to achieve what we 
strived for which is to make it as 
far in the competition as 
possible.

Follow us on our Instagram page @youthreachedus to check out our exciting events! 

YOUTHREACH

SCAN QR CODE TO DONATE VIA GIVING.SG

We appeal to your generosity and kindness to help us raise $150,000 from 6 March 2023 – 30 April 2023 through this 
newsletter campaign. Donations received from this campaign will help to support Boys’ Town’s operations and programmes.

For enquiries, please call 6690 5420 or email info@boystown.org.sg

UNSUBSCRIBE    If you no longer wish to be on the Boys’ Town mailing list, please e-mail us at info@boystown.org.sg or call 6690 5420

Alternatively, you can donate by issuing a crossed cheque made payable to 
“Boys’ Town”, and mail to:

624 Upper Bukit Timah Road, Singapore 678212

Kindly indicate ‘NL’ and include your name, address, telephone number and 
identification number (if you require tax deduction) on the reverse side of 
the cheque.

 Donate via cheque

 Donate via Giving.sg 
https://tinyurl.com/btnewsmar23

One of our youths
who clinched second place

BOYS’ TOWN FUND RAISING
UEN: 201534576H007

Please use our UEN above to donate 
via PayNow.

For tax deduction purposes, kindly 
key in your information using the 
template below under Reference:
NL <space> NRIC<space> Mobile No.

 Donate via PayNow


